
December 6,2004 

Via UPS Overnight Mail 

EX PARTE COMMUNICATION 

Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abrmathy 
Federal Communications Commission 
The Portals 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th s t e t ,  s.w., R W ~  S - B I I ~  

Re: Access to Unbundled Network Elements, WC Dadret No. 03-225 

Dear Commissioner A h a t h y :  

As Presidcnt of !he MlCPA (Midwest lndcpendent Coin hyphone Association)), I am writing to urge you, in taking a c t h  on the 
w d i n g  revision of the Unbundled Nmwrk Element (UNE) NICS W ensm that payphone midm Mntinue to have competitive 
alternatives for their lml s w i m  needs. 

As you know, payphones play a niticsl mls in meting the me& of the public for communiuuions on the move - especially in 
emergencies and in disastus such as 911 I .  And far many citinns, psyphonss ius the only fwm of teleeommunidons available to 
them on a permanmt basis. That is why Congrcss mandared wide availability of service m the Tekammunimim Act. The single 
largest monthly mst incuned by payphone providers in deploying and maintaining a p a y p h e  fw public use is the charge paid for 
local telephone service. Thus, to mtinue providing thae payphonu, our members simply must have reliable local service 
connections at a reasonable cost Today, our members rely on the availability of  mmpetitive telephone m p a n y  alternatives far local 
service. Without competitive local service options like UNE-P, there is no market c k k  on what payphone pmviderr may be charged 
by the incumbent telephone c w n p ~ y  - who is freqDmtly their competitor in the payphone businss. 

For payphonss, the only competitive alfemntive that has proved effective to dale is UNE-P. Payphones @ly do not trsmmit data 
and do not need bmadbsnd channels; thus, W b a n d  hrilitia do not provide a viable mpetit ive altcmstive fn payphoncs. In the 
last few years, our members have had to m v e  a I- nu- of iheir payphes fmm m i c e  beuusc Wr revenue WBS 
insufficient to mect operating costs. Tk nality is !hat, wimout WE-P, mom of the payphones !hat the American public rely on and 
need will be moved from swim. 

Therefore, on behalf of the MlCPA I urge you to take steps to ensure that the FCC's revised UNE NIFX preserve competitive local 
senice alternatives for payphoms. Thank you for y x r  mnsidmtian. 

Sincerely, 

- 

Lin Harvey 
President 

CC: Senator Jim Talent 
Senator Cbristophrr S Bond 
Rcpruentative Todd Akin 


